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Social Media & Technology
















Walking and Bicycling Provide Alternative
Transportation That Merits Support

Fosted on August 16, 2012 by hstege

A primary goal of The Tomorrow Plan is supporting alternatives to single
occupancy cars in the metro region. Walking and bicyding are
transportation alternatives that provides multiple benefits: personal
fitness and health; saves money; avoids fossil fuels, air emissions, and
toxic chemicals on our streets and parking lots; and, provides
opportunities to experience the local environment and other people -
and deserve public support.

2 Responses to Walking and Bicycling Provide
Alternative Transportation That Merits Support

Teena Mcintire says:

August 16, 2012 at 5:50 pm

| love my bike and my community because there is so much to offerin
terms of being able to bike to work. (Love the new bike lane on SW

9th!). | think Des Moines could benefit from a bike park / bike station in









Greenhouses 4 4

MAY 27, 2012 Micole C SECOHNDS NEXT

Look into converting parts of malls into community greenhouses to provide fresh
fruits, nuts and vegetables (maybe even mushrooms!) year round. Space could
be shared by CSAs, school groups, co-ops, neighborhood groups, food pantries,
homeless shelters and transitional housing, etc. There could be a retail aspect in
selling produce along with renting spaces to grow.

Second This Idea What's Your Idea?

COMMENTS 2 COMMENTS

969

| would improve this idea by...

Ruth K Not improve; expand. Like the residents of Havana, we could be
growing over half of our food within our city. Urban gardening farming is catching
on in many locations. Des Moines would be an ideal place to make this a
community-wide reality.

Jun 04, 2012

Margaret W like your expansion of the idea, Ruth!
Jun 26, 2012
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Introduction x

Greater Des Moines recently has been named the Best Place for Young
Professionals, Best Place to Raise a Family, and among the Best Mid-Sized
Cities for Jobs. These are just a few of many indicators that the region is daing
well right now. But the area will face serious challenges in the future with
economic competitiveness, social equity, environmental resilience, and a
tight fiscal environment. The question, then, is how will the Greater Des Moines
region respond to these challenges to ensure the long-term health and vitality of the
region?

The Tomorrow Plan is a regional planning effort to engage the community in
envisioning how the future of the Greater Des Moines region might play out over
the next forty years. The 20-month planning process began in July 2011 and, when
complete, will provide a comprehensive framework for future development. A
major goal of The Tomorrow Plan is to engage a wide range of people in
meaningful public participation to ensure that the region’s future reflects the values
and aspirations of its residents.

THE TOMORROW PLAN:

Partnering for a Greener Greater Des Moines
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&y CrowdGauge.org
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|| crowdgauge.org

CrowdGauge is an open-source framework for creating educational online games. It
first asks users to rank a set of priorities, then demonstrates how a series of actions
and policies might impact those priorities. The third part of the sequence gives users
a limited number of coins, asking them to put that money towards the actions they
support most.

BACKGROUND

Sasaki Associates first developed the platform in partnership with the Des Moines
Area MPO (DMAMPO) as part of The Tomorrow Plan, a regional plan for sustainable
development in the Central Towa region. The original game, named DesignMyDSM,
can be played here, and some of the analysis is discussed here. (Read more about the
development process here).

Building on the success of the The Tomorrow Plan, PlaceMatters, DMAMPO, and
Sasaki have formed a collaborative partnership to pool expertise and resources to
assist regional and municipal planning agencies across the country with tools and
techniques for more effective stakeholder engagement, visioning, planning, and
community development.

Utilizing funds they received from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development to provide capacity building support to regional planning agencies,
PlaceMatters has provided Sasaki with partial funding to develop the open source
version, called CrowdGauge, with new code and a revamped back end for easier use
and deployment.

OPEN SOURCE

CrowdGauge is entirely open source and licensed under the permissive MIT license.
For more details, see the GitHub repository.




Questions?

Contact Info:
Dylan Mullenix, Assistant Director
Des Moines Area MPO
515-334-0075, dmullenix@dmampo.org




